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Nationwide ‘Bedford Incident’ Radio Tie-In Sends 
Messages—FREE!—To U. S. Seamen Around World 


The National Amateur Radio Journal, "CQ," in a tie-in that 
can relate directly to your theatre, is requesting the 285,000 
Ham" radio operators throughout the country actively to 
participate in the local promotion of "The Bedford Incident." 
In the November and December issues of "CQ," the world's 
largest amateur radio magazine, licensed owners of amateur 
radio stations, and their clubs, are being asked to set up 
"rigs,'' complete radio transmitting sets, in the lobbies of all 
theatres playing the picture! 


From these stations, they will send personal messages from 
local patrons to friends and relatives serving in the U. S. 
Navy — on land, at sea and in the air! 


Ham" radio operators have been asked to contact theatres 
in their areas dating ''The Bedford Incident,’ and to offer 
their full cooperation. 


A special 30" x 40" poster detailing this unique promotion, 
for advance lobby display once the set-up has been ar- 
ranged locally, is available by writing direct to: Exploitation 
Department, Columbia Pictures, 711 Fifth Ave., New York 
22; N.Y. 


Work closely with these radio amateurs, as far ahead of play- 
date as possible. Provide tables and whatever facilities are 
necessary for the setting up and operation of the transmitter 
in your lobby. Make a special display of the call letters of 
the "Ham" station and post a collection of his OSL post- 
cards (acknowledgements of other amateur stations he has 
"worked" throughout the world). Several of the amateurs 
may operate the station in shifts, at specified times. Post a 
lobby board to this effect. 


Be sure your town's newspapers, radio and TV stations know 
about the promotion. Go after photo coverage, radio and 
TV interviews. The operators can relate many instances 
where their services have proven invaluable. You might have 


THE 
AMATEUR RADIO JOURNAL 
THROUGH ITS READER 
MEMBERS IN THIS CITY, WILL SEND 
A MESSAGE FROM YOU TO ANY MEMBER 
OF YOUR FAMILY NOW SERVING IN THE 
NAVY ON LAND OR SEA WHEREVER 
POSSIBLE. ASK FOR DETAILS IN 
THIS LOBBY, satmoaac~ 
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a local amateur who was a radio operator on a ship of the 
Navy during the war and he could be asked to comment on 


"'The Bedford Incident." 


‘Our Navy’ Magazine Subscriber—Photo Promotion 
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All ex-Navy men who served on submarine destroyers dur- 
ing the war are offered free photos of their ships through 
the courtesy of "Our Navy Magazine" and Columbia Pic- 
tures, in honor of "The Bedford Incident." 


Pictures of the six types of sub-destroyers available are re- 
produced on the special 30'' x 40" poster (left) which will be 
sent on request. For your ‘Our Navy’ poster, write direct to: 
Exploitation Dept., Columbia Pictures, 711 Fifth Ave., New 
22, N.Y. Poster is shown at right. 


A quantity of application forms also will be forwarded. 
Forms have space for names, address, number of the 
illustrated sub-destroyer desired, etc., and are to be filled 
in and returned to the magazine. 


In addition, there will be 50 lucky winners of one-year sub- 
scriptions to "Our Navy Magazine,'' to be selected from 
those who apply for the ship pictures. 


Order your poster as soon as playdate is set and spot it in 
a prominent lobby position; in addition, of course, make 
certain this offer of a U. S. Navy ship photo, plus the "Our 
Navy" subscription possibility, is fully publicized — in the 
press and in all veterans’ organizations. All Navy men, their 
families and friends, should be interested in this tie-in, and 
should help spread the news about "The Bedford Incident," 
and your playdate. 


Pocket Books 
Promotion 


"The Bedford Incident,'' based on the best- 
selling novel by Mark Rascovich, is being 
distributed nationally as a Giant Cardinal 
Edition paperback by Pocket Books. The pub- 
lishers are giving the book with its front cover 
plugging the film, a major promotion cam- 
paign, including streamers and rack cards. 
A limited supply of these is available to ex- 
hibitors; write direct to Exploitation Depart- 
ment, Columbia Pictures, 711 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, N. Y. 10022. Use these ideas for 
book-movie promotions: 

e Contact the Pocket Book representa- 

tive in your area and get his cooperation 

on promotions. 


e Have the distributor furnish copies of 
the book for editors, radio/TV personali- 
ties and as prizes. 


e Provide stills for window displays in all 
outlets with a full credit placard. 


e Offer books to first ten patrons in line 
opening day. 


e Use a one-column ad from the press- 
book for a bookmark, with room at bot- 
tom for playdate and theatre. 


e Make up a lobby board combining 
pages from the book and stills from the 
picture to illustrate the action. 


e Arrange a display of the books at your 
candy or refreshment counter. 


e Rubber-stamp your message on torn- 
out pages of the book for a unique street 
and theatre handout. 


Widmark Films 


With his starring role in "The Bedford Inci- 
dent,’ Richard Widmark will have appeared 
in 40 motion pictures. For a deejay contest, 
and as an alternative to having listeners send 
in the titles of his previous films, offer guest 
tickets as prizes to listeners who send in post- 
cards naming the last picture in which Wid- 
mark had to do with sailing and the sea. The 
film was "The Long Ships.'' Another idea 
would be to offer similar prizes to the first 


ten listeners phoning the station and nam- 
ing Widmark's first film, "Kiss of Death." 


Other ‘Bedfords’ 


Have a deejay stage a promotion in which 
contestants list on postcards all of the States 
in which there's a town named Bedford. 
There are ten of them. Offer guest tickets or 
promoted prizes for those naming the great- 
est number. Here are the States: 


New York Ohio 
Indiana Pennsylvania 
Kentucky Texas 
Massachusetts Virginia 
Michigan Wyoming 


Another stunt in conjunction with the name 
Bedford would be to post an invitation to 
the local families named Bedford; offer 
guest tickets to the first ten people bearing 
that name who appear at the box office, with 
proof of their identity. 


Ship Model Kits 


Models of ships like the Bedford, a U.S. Navy 
destroyer, are on sale in chain and variety 
stores and hobby shops everywhere. Arrange 
for window displays, using stills and poster 
art, and for a model-building contest. 


__ The powerful novel about the relentless 
___. hunt by the American destroyer 
_U,S.S.BEDFORD for an enemy submarine~ 
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Electronics Display 


The use by the Navy of the most modern 
electronics equipment available is seen to 
advantage in "The Bedford Incident,'' and 
might effectively be used in a major local 
industries promotion! See what plants in your 
territory make equipment for the Navy, and 
are at liberty to boast about it! 


Move the items manufactured into your 
lobby, if at all possible, along with informa- 
tion about their use. Go after news stories, 
radio and television reportage on this local- 
industry angle to your picture, and arrange 
with the cooperating manufacturers for full- 
scale employee attendance at special eve- 
ing shows ... Whatever is worked out merits 
full coverage, not only in the news but in 
the cooperating companies’ own ads, and 
broadcasts! 


Signal Flags Stunt 


From a store which stocks boat and boating 
equipment, obtain a set of signal flags for 
use in a radio contest and for general deco- 
ration. A deejay can offer guest tickets to 
listeners who read the message of the signal 
flags hung from the theatre facade, the mes- 
sage being the one word "Bedford," or the 
complete title. Those calling the radio sta- 
tion first, win the prizes. 


A television program might work up a simi- 
lar contest, using a shot of your theatre front 
with the flags or using a Navy signalman to 
semaphore a message. 


Es & 
Poitier Contest 
Sidney Poitier, who co-stars with Richard 
Widmark in the picture, won an Academy 
Award for his performance in "'Lilies of the 
Field," a fact that should mentioned in your 
posting and on the theatre marquee. A radio 
promotion can offer guest admissions or 
promoted prizes to those sending in the list 
of previous Poitier films. They are: 
"No Way Out" "Go Man Go" 
"The Blackboard Jungle’ "Something of Value'' 
"Lilies of the Field" "The Defiant Ones" 
"Cry the Beloved "The Long Ships" 
Country" "Edge of the City" 
"Goodbye My Lady'' "Porgy and Bess" 
"Red Ball Express" "A Raisin in the Sun" 
"All the Young Men" "Paris Blues" 
"Mark of the Hawk" "Pressure. Point'' 
"The Bedford Incident'' 


Special Appeal 
To The Ladies! 


There are no women in the cast of ''The Bed- 
ford Incident,'' and showmen should use 
every possible means of attracting them to 
the box office. The possibilities are as varied 
as showmanship generally, ranging from the 
giveaway of orchids or vials of perfume to 
the first women on line daily to a letter from 
the theatre manager's WIFE: 
PSC AMES: oo ciedicicessisseets 

As the wife of John Doe, who man- 
ages the State Theatre, I sometimes 
have a chance to see pictures before 
they are available to our town’s 
movie-goers, Recently, I saw a picture 
every woman should see . 

It's called. ‘’The Bedford Incident'’’ 

and it is what, in film business, is 
sometimes called ‘a man’s picture.’ 
It's about men on peacetime patrol 
in the North Atlantic, but the things 
that happen and the way they hap- 
pen make this a picture for women. 
To see... to enjoy . .. and to re- 
member- 

“The Bedford Incident” stars Rich- 
ard Widmark, Sidney Poitier, James 
MacArthur, Martin Balsam, Wally 
Cox and Eric Portman. These are all 
brilliant players, and they tell a story 
so tense and so overpowering and so 
close to today’s headlines that I know 
you will want to discuss it for days 
after you see it. 

Don't wait for the man in your life 
to take you to the movies. Insist on 
taking him, to ‘The Bedford Incident.’ 
He'll love you for it! 

Sincerely, 


Go after present, and former, WAVES and 
work with them along the lines suggested 
elsewhere in these pages for Navy veterans 
and heroes. 


Arrange for PTA and other women's group 
leaders to see the film, and to be quoted 
for your advertising, interviewed on the air, 
etc. 


Make up special women's page ads, using 
the quotes suggested above, or the letter 
signed by theatre manager's wife. 


Use letter, too, in your advance lobby, en- 
larged to 40 x 60 size. 


Try for merchandising co-ops — store win- 
dows, counter displays, mailing-pieces, co- 
op ads — around dealer merchandise al- 
ready in stock: "Navy Blue in Tribute to ‘The 
Bedford Incident'." If, apart from the color 
itself, co-operating merchants have "Navy" 
fashions of one sort or another, styles which 
lend themselves to this kind of tie-up, then 
those, too, might be publicized. Perhaps, 
even, a ‘cruise’ fashion show? 


‘Bedford’ Time 


A "Starting Time" table is always a pretty 
good thing to have near the box office, and 
it can be adapted to "The Bedford Incident"' 
for special interest. Simply head it: ''The 
Bedford Incident’ Will be Shown Today At:"' 
Then, underneath, two time-tables, one 
labelled: "Civilian Time" (which lists actual 
starting times for the picture) and the other 
labelled: ''U.S.S. Bedford Time." This latter 
would list actual starting times up to 12 noon, 
after that 12 hours are added to the regular 
time. Thus, what ordinarily is 2:35 P. M., be- 
comes, Navy Time, ‘1435 hours." 


Page 3 


Go After 
Students! 


"The Bedford Incident" can inspire a radio 
or TV panel discussion based on the supposi- 
tion that an "incident," such as that pictured 
in ''The Bedford Incident," might well prove 
"the works!"' Local celebrities, college profes- 
sors, news personalities might offer their 
views and arguments on the subject: ''Could 
lt Start With a ‘Bedford Incident?’ "' If pos- 
sible, have the panel attend a screening of 
the picture before the panel show. If not, 
arrange it for the evening following the 
opening. 

Playdates of “The Bedford Incident" can 
profit through a plan for group sales promo- 
tion, pitched to colleges and high schools, 
based on those utilized for hard-ticket at- 
tractions but modified for your continuous 
run engagement of the film. 


In advance of playdate, notify by mail heads 
of colleges and high school principals that 
special shows of the picture have been sched- 
uled for their students. Throwaways detailing 
information on the shows should get wide 
distribution with principals receiving special 
guest invitations. 


Group Sales 

"The Bedford Incident" should also be of 
special interest to all members of the Armed 
Forces, in addition to Navy personnel, and 
a special effort should be made in approach- 
ing all military camps, veteran's organiza- 
tions, Legion Posts, enlistment headquarters, 
etc., with the same special discount pitch 
you offer college and high school groups. 
Let 'em know they will have seats waiting tor 
them at the time they want them, and that 
they will receive VIP treatment at the thea- 
tre. Effort put into group sales promotion 
can pay off in extra revenue. 


Camera Fans! 


Sidney Poitier plays a magazine correspon- 
dent-photographer aboard the U.S.S. Bed- 
ford while it patrols the peacetime North 
Atlantic. There are scenes showing him using 
a Nikon camera to capture moods and events 
aboard the vessel, and there a number of 
useful stills for camera shop windows and 
counters, photography column editors and 
camera clubs: Still Nos. 33, 34, 47, 59 and 
76. Nikon dealers should be especially inter- 
ested in using these stills, not only in their 
advertising (no real or implied endorsements, 
please!) but also as the take-off for a candid 
camera contest involving either ‘'Navy" or 
servicemen, generally. 
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Seventeen’s ‘Picture of Month’! 


The November issue of Seventeen Magazine 
names ''The Bedford Incident" as "Picture 
of the Month," an accolade which can be 
used effectively in reaching the teen-set! 
Plant locally-printed tack cards at newsstands 
where Seventeen is sold, and use the Seven- 
teen Magazine accolade in special advertis- 
ing in school papers. 
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SEA GAME MAT 


This 4-column mat, shown in reduced size, 
can be printed on an 812 x | | sheet of paper 
and distributed generally. Have a merchant 
imprint his ad on the reverse to share print- 
ing costs. Rules of game should be imprinted 
on face of handout, along with theatre and 
play-date credits. 


The Bedford Incident 
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INSTRUCTIONS: Cut charts apart on dot- 
ted line, each contestant to get a sub- 
destroyer and submarine chart. The objec- 
tive is for each player to "'sink'’ his oppo- 
nent's ship. Each player marks three con- 
necting squares on their respective charts, 
either horizontally, (A-1, A-2, A-3); vertically, 
(D-2, E-2, F-2) or diagonally, (F-7, E-8, 
D-90). Each player in turn calls off three 
locations from his chart of his opponent's 
ship. Whenever he scores a “hit'’ on his 
opponent's ship, he is told and the record 
of "shots" and "hits'' is kept on the respec- 
tive charts. The game continues until all three 


of opponent's chosen squares have been 
identified. 


Navy Aid! 
Contact your nearest Navy depot or head- 
quarters for cooperation in promoting "The 


Bedford Incident."" Here are some sugges- 
tions: 


e Silhouettes of Navy ships have been 
made for identification purposes. Borrow 
a set for lobby display or use them in a 
contest with entrants naming the differ- 
ent ships, i.e., destroyer, sub tender, 
battleship, cruiser, etc. 


e Ask for the loan of any Navy equip- 
ment such as a dummy torpedo, depth 
bomb, a binnacle and any available 
photos of actual destroyers and sub- 
marines in action. 


e Check on localites who served on de- 
stroyers or submarines in the last war and 
get their photos for display. 


e Post one-sheets in all Navy depots and 
recruiting stations. 


e If possible, arrange for a Navy color 
guard to march to the theatre opening 
night. If a Navy band is available, invite 
them to attend your screening after a 
lobby concert. 


e Try for Navy recruiting officer in your 
lobby, swearing-in of newly-enlisted men 
on theatre stage, Navy "'A''-board plugs, 
etc. 


Showmanship 
Goes Nautical 


Get your patrons sea-minded with decora- 
tions in the lobby and on your marquee, and 
over the air, with the cooperation of disc 
jockey or television personality: 

e Small inexpensive compasses are avail- 

able in most novelty stores. Attach tags 

to a number of them, bearing full credits, 

and offer as prizes in contests or give- 

away to lucky patrons. 


e A sound effects recording of ocean 
waves for playing over your loudspeaker 
system is available from: Thomas J. Valen- 
tino, Inc., 150 West 46th St., New York 
36, N. Y. Order Nos. 4002A, 5032A and 
B. Price $2.50 each. 


e Have your deejay announce the time 
signal by ship's bell: "It is now 6 bells!" 


e The 3 and 6-sheet posters offer excel- 
lent cut-out and animation possibilities. 
Mount the destroyer and submarine on 
cardboard for special lobby and window 
displays. 


Navy Heroes 


Work with your local newspaper, veterans’ 
organizations and similar groups in finding 
localities who served in the Navy and had 
been torpedoed! If there's one or more, have 
them as guests of honor for a day or so be- 
fore the picture opens and schedule ap- 
pearances on radio/TV shows, special lunch- 
eons and news photos, meeting the Mayor, 
etc. If possible, have them attend the open- 
ing wearing their uniforms and carrying their 
organization banners. 


Also, set up a 40 x 60 board in the lobby as 
a registry for ex-Navy men coming to the 
theatre. Have them sign their names and 
identify the ships on which they served. Top- 
line the registry: "Navy Vets Salute Today's 
Navy as It is Shown in Columbia Pictures’ 


'The Bedford Incident'.” 


Sea Scouts 

A national organization, with units all over 
the United States, the Sea Scouts should be 
a natural for theatre promotion. Arrange for 
youngsters in uniform to parade to theatre, 
opening day, for newspaper publicity photo- 
graphs and for appearances on radio and 
television. 


Navy Veterans 
Get the cooperation of any local residents 


who served on submarines or destroyers dur- 
ing the war. Try the following: 


e Arrange for a reunion dinner for the 
men, promoted at a neighboring res- 
taurant, and have the press on hand to 
cover, with photos. 


e Have a local radio or TV station plan 
a round-table discussion between the men 
during which they compare their respec- 
tive services. 


e Invite a group to a screening of the 
picture, or the opening show, and tape 
their remarks at the end for future broad- 
casts and for advertising. 


e If the men have any mementos of their 
Navy service, borrow for a lobby display. 
Navy service, borrow for a lobby and/or 
display. 
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(Mat 2A; Still No. 50} Richard Widmark, in "The Bedford Incident," 
explains his North Atlantic patrol plans to co-star Eric Portman, 
playing a former U-Boat commander now a NATO observer aboard 
Widmark's ship. Sidney Poitier stars with Widmark in the Columbia 
Pictures release; also starred in the suspense-adventure are James 


MacArthur, Martin Balsam and Wally Cox. 


Richard Widmark 


Richard Widmark, who stars 
in, and is co-producer of, the 
Columbia Pictures release at the 
Theatre, “The Bedford 
Incident,” needs no introduc- 
tion. Ever since his sardonic 
laugh and calculated nastiness 
hit the screen in “Kiss of 
Death,” it appeared that he 
might be permanently cast in 
that type role. But a check of 
his screen credits reveals an 
amazing versatility, both as ac- 
tor and as producer. 

His electrifying debut as the 
psychopathic killer prompted 
critics to hail him as a “discov- 
ery” but his apparent overnight 
success had been backed by solid 
years of experience in radio and 
on the New York stage. 

Widmark’s roles have run the 
gamut from heroes to heavies, 
in comedies, dramas, Westerns 


and spectaculars, films like 
“Panic in the Streets,’ ‘The 
Alamo,” “Tunnel of Love,” 


“Judgment at Nuremberg,” and 
“Cheyenne Autumn.” 

James B. Harris, co-producer 
and director of “The Bedford 
Incident,” always felt that Wid- 
mark was the logical, ideal star 
to portray the film’s Captain 
Eric Finlander, “the most ag- 
gressive, result-getting officer in 
the U. S. Navy.” It is a difficult 
part, the type of “hero-heavy” 
which few actors other than 
Widmark could deliver with 
conviction. Captain Finlander’s 
obsession with duty, his high- 
handed effort to command the 
destroyer Bedford according to 
“the book,” contrasts with his 
innate sense of honor as he sees 
it, creating one of the most com- 
pelling and intriguing roles of 
Widmark’s career. 

Sidney Poitier co-stars with 
Widmark in the film, a suspense- 
adventure set in the North At- 
lantic aboard a pushbutton ves- 
sel whose electronic power is 
only as good as the men who 
serve it. Also starred are James 
MacArthur, Martin Balsam, 
Wally Cox and Eric Portman. 
James Poe wrote the screen- 
play, based on the novel by 
Mark Rascovich, and Denis 
O’Dell was associate producer. 


Advance Notice 


Richard Widmark and Sidney 
Poitier, Academy Award win- 
ner as best actor for his per- 
formance in “Lilies of the 
Field,” are starred ................. at 
the Theatre in “The 
Bedford Incident,’ a Columbia 
Pictures release co-starring 
James MacArthur, Martin Bal- 
sam, Wally Cox and Eric Port- 
man. Story of an American de- 
stroyer on patrol in the North 
Atlantic, “The Bedford Inci- 
dent” is based on the best-sell- 
ing novel by Mark Rascovich, 
with screenplay by James Poe. 
James B. Harris, who also di- 
rected, and Richard Widmark 
produced the film and Denis 
O’Dell served as associate pro- 
ducer. 
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Sidney Poitier 


In a role sharply contrasting 
with his Academy Award-win- 
ning “best actor” performance 
in “Lilies of the Field,” Sidney 
Poitier plays a topflight news 
correspondent - photographer in 
“The Bedford Incident,” sus- 
pense-adventure also starring 
Richard Widmark at the .......... 
Theatre. The Columbia Pictures 
release co-stars James MacAr- 
thur, Martin Balsam, Wally Cox 
and Eric Portman. 

Poitier plays a journalist in 
“The Bedford Incident,” aboard 
a modern-day U. S. destroyer on 
patrol in the North Atlantic. 
The U.S.S. Bedford is a push- 
button vessel whose electronic 
power is only as good as the 
nerve-taut men in its crew. Com- 
manding the ship is Widmark, 
as a martinet officer who dis- 
covers an unidentified submarine 
in the icy depths of the ocean the 
Bedford patrols. 

Poitier had agreed to star in 
“The Bedford Incident” before 
he had won his Oscar, and had 
sealed the agreement on a mere 
handshake with producer-direc- 
tor James Harris. To no one’s 
surprise, except possibly that of 
his own agent, Poitier insisted 
on honoring the agreement, even 
refusing the salary increase an 
Academy Award usually makes 
possible. 

Widmark served as co-pro- 
ducer of “The Bedford Incident” 
with James B. Harris, who di- 
rected the film from a screen- 
play by James Poe. “The Bed- 
ford Incident” is based on the 
best-selling novel by Mark Ras- 
covich. 


The Writers 


“The Bedford Incident,” the 
book, was written by Mark Ras- 
covich, who served with the 
U.S. Navy in the North Atlan- 
tic during World War II, and 
today is rated one of America’s 
leading oceanographers. ‘The 
Bedford Incident” screenplay, 
on which is based the Columbia 
Pictures release starring Rich- 
ard Widmark and Sidney Poi- 
tler-atethes ec. Theatre, was 
written by James Poe, Annapo- 
lis graduate and Navy lieuten- 
ant in World War II, Academy 
Award winner for his screen- 
play for “Around the World in 
80 Days” and a nominee for his 
“Lilies of the Field” screenplay 
that helped Poitier win a best- 
actor Oscar. 

“The Bedford Incident” is 
about a U. S. Navy destroyer 
patrolling the North Atlantic 
which discovers an unidentified 
submarine lurking in the icy 
depths beneath. Rascovich, in- 
cidentally, has a hobby: attach- 
ing highly-sensitive sonar equip- 
ment to sharks, to track and 
record their movements, a clear 
parallel to the sonar submarine 
detection which motivates “The 
Bedford Incident.” 

James B. Harris directed “The 
Bedford Incident”? and, with 
Widmark, co-produced it. 


Review 


“The Bedford Incident,’ at 
the Theatre, is surely 
more than an “incident.” It is 
an event, a motion picture of 
breathless, nerve-tingling conse- 
quence; it is entertainment that 
is spectacular and dramatic; it 
is conflict that rages from the 
mind and manner of a single 
man, to the nerve-torn crews of 
two vessels embattled with each 
other and with the elements. 

“The Bedford Incident,” star- 
ving Richard Widmark and 
Sidney Poitier, is a drama of 
emotion today. 

This suspenseful new Colum- 
bia Pictures release is set aboard 
the U.S.S. Bedford, a destroyer 
with all the weaponry and won- 
ders of today’s pushbutton elec- 
tronics, on patrol in the North 
Atlantic when it locates an un- 
identified submarine. The Bed- 
ford’s  martinet commander, 
Widmark, grimly sets out to 
bring the submarine to the sur- 
face, driving and harassing his 
own crew to the point of nerve- 
taut exhaustion. 

Aboard the U.S.S. Bedford, 
however, are other men who see 
more clearly what is happening 
around them. Poitier, a journal- 
ist-passenger there to do a “pic- 
ture story” of a peaceful U. S. 
Navy patrol, watches in grow- 
ing dismay as Widmark drives 
a young ensign, James MacAr- 
thur, to the breaking point and 
a young seaman, sonar operator, 
Wally Cox, to complete collapse. 
As a “retread,’”’ a World War II 
doctor, Martin Balsam _ also 
tries to warn Widmark of the 
peril he is running. Third, and 
perhaps the saddest of the ob- 
servers aboard, is Eric Portman 
as a former U-boat commander. 


(Mat IB; Still No. 81) Richard 
Widmark in "The Bedford Inci- 
dent,"' Columbia Pictures re- 
lease with Sidney Poitier. James 
MacArthur, Martin Balsam, Wal- 
ly Cox and Eric Portman also 
star in the suspense-adventure. 


(Mat IC; Still No. 44) Sidney 
Poitier is a magazine correspon- 
dent aboard an American naval 
vessel commanded by Richard 
Widmark in "The Bedford Inci- 
dent."’ James MacArthur, Mar- 
tin Balsam, Wally Cox and Eric 
Portman also star. 


(Mat 2C) Richard Widmark, Eric Portman and Sidney Poitier, left 
to right, stare tensely from the bridge of a modern-day American 
destroyer on North Atlantic patrol in this scene from ''The Bedford 
Incident," Columbia Pictures release. Also starred in the drama 
of today's electronic-powerful Navy are James MacArthur, Martin 


Balsam and Wally Cox. 


Everybody Reads! 


Just who reads a best-selling 
novel? 

In Hollywood, 
everybody. 

Richard Widmark, for exam- 
ple, read Mark Rascovich’s 
book, “The Bedford Incident,” 
now a Columbia Pictures re- 
leaseratethe 2c sce2 Theatre. He 
felt it would make an exciting 
sea movie, and that the princi- 
pal character was right down 
his alley. Widmark called his 
agent to buy the screen rights, 
only to learn someone had 
beaten him to the dotted line. 

That someone was James B. 
Harris, dynamic young producer 
of “The. Killing,” “Pathe: of 
Glory” and “Lolita.” Harris had 
the same ideas as Widmark, and 
he also had Widmark in mind 
to portray the U. S. destroyer 
captain. ~ 

James MacArthur also read 
the novel, “flipped” over it and 
called his agent. “Somebody is 
bound to buy this book for a 
movie,” he said. “Keep track of 
it, and when it’s bought, tell 
them I’d like to play the en- 
sign.” And the agent did. 

Meanwhile, half-way round 
the world, distinguished British 
stage and screen star Eric Port- 
man read the novel. One char- 
acter intrigued Portman, that 
of a World War II U-boat com- 
mander now assigned as NATO 
observer to the U. S. Navy. 
Portman called his agent, also. 

Others in the star-studded 
cast of “The Bedford Incident” 
are Widmark’s co-star, Sidney 
Poitier; Martin Balsam and 
Wally Cox. James Poe wrote the 
screenplay based on Rascovich’s 
novel and Harris directed the 
film which he and Widmark co- 
produced. Denis O’Dell served 
as co-producer. 


Turns Tables 


Sidney Poitier, who has been 
interviewed and photographed 
considerably during the years 
of his climb to international 
stardom, climaxed by his Aca- 
demy Award-winning “best ac- 
tor” performance in ‘Lilies of 
the Field,’ turns the tables in 
his newest film, “The Bedford 
Incident.” A Columbia Pictures 
release, “The Bedford Incident” 
also stars Richard Widmark and 
co-stars James MacArthur, Mar- 
tin Balsam, Wally Cox and Eric 
Portman. 

In the _ suspense-adventure, 
Poitier plays a top-flight writer- 
photographer, assigned to a 
U.S. Naval vessel, the destroyer 
Bedford, to do a picture story 
for a national magazine on pa- 
trolling in the North Atlantic. 
While he is interviewing and 
photographing everyone aboard 
the Bedford, which Widmark 
commands with an iron hand, 
the ship detects an unidentified 
submarine lurking in the ocean’s 
icy depths. 

The film is based on a novel 
by Mark Rascovich. 


just about 


dames MacArthur 


At first sight of James Mac- 
Arthur on the screen, mature 
women want to “mother” him— 
and their daughters want to 
marry him. 

But MacArthur’s boyish ap- 
pearance is deceiving, as five 
minutes’ conversation revealed 
recently during the filming of 
“The Bedford Incident,” the 
Columbia Pictures release now 
playing at the Theatre. 
Behind that youthful appear- 
ance is a very determined young 
man who knows where he’s go- 
ing and how he will get there. 

In his new film, produced and 
directed by James B. Harris 
with Richard Widmark co-pro- 
ducing, MacArthur gets third 
star billing after Widmark and 
Sidney Poitier, frank testimony 
to his professional status rather 
than to his boyish charm and 
the fact that his mother is ac- 
tress Helen Hayes and _ his 
father, the late playwright 
Charles MacArthur. 

When Mark Rascovich’s best- 
seller first appeared, MacArthur 
read it and told his agent he 
wanted the part of the young 
officer. When it was reported 
that Harris had bought the 
novel, MacArthur got the part. 

Others co-starred in “The 
Bedford Incident” are Martin 
Balsam, Wally Cox and Eric 
Portman, 


Wally Cox 


During one period in Ameri- 
can show business, two names 
were synonymous with televi- 
sion: Milton Berle and Wally 
Cox, both outstanding, long- 
running exponents of comedy. 

Now, with “Uncle Miltie” 
emporarily “semi-retired,” Cox 
still remains active, demonstrat- 
ing his versatility by switching 
from outright comedy to drama. 
Cox’s gentle demeanor, his al- 
most patented portrayal of the 
typical “Mr. Milquetoast” made 
him the irrefutable choice to 
portray the sonar expert in 
“The Bedford Incident,” a Co- 
lumbia Pictures release now at 
the Theatre, a role con- 
stantly bordering on that fine 
line between comedy and drama. 

As a seaman with the most 
sensitive hearing in the U. S. 
Navy, Cox mans his sonar in- 
strument for nerve-taut hours, 
keeping tabs on an unidentified 
submarine in the depths of the 
North Atlantic, until his final, 
complete collapse under the driv- 
ing command of martinet Wid- 
mark. It is Widmark who comes 
to realize—too late—that his 
vessel is only as good as the 
men who man its pushbuttons. 

Richard Widmark stars with 
Sidney Poitier in “The Bedford 
Incident” and other co-stars in- 
clude James MacArthur, Martin 
Balsam and Eric Portman. Pro- 
duced by James B. Harris and 
Widmark, the screenplay was 
written by James Poe based on 
the novel by Mark Rascovich. 


(iviat 2B; Still No. 16) As a photographer-correspondent covering 
a North Atlantic patrol, with an unidentified submarine in the 
depths below, Sidney Poitier watches as James MacArthur tensely 
awaits orders from commander Richard Widmark in ''The Bedford 
Incident,"' Columbia Pictures release also starring Martin Balsam, 
Wally Cox and Eric Portman. 


The U.S.S. Bedford 


More than 18 months of re- 
search and preparation were 
necessary before the “ship” 
called the U.S.S. Bedford could 
be properly launched, with Rich- 
ard Widmark as its martinet 
captain and Sidney Poitier as 
a newspaperman-passenger, for 
“The Bedford Incident,” new 
Columbia Pictures release at the 
Pee Theatre. A modern de- 
stroyer on patrol in the North 
Atlantic, in the suspense-adven- 
ture, the Bedford required the 
combined efforts of some 100- 
odd craftsmen, two Naval ex- 
perts and an actual destroyer. 

Required, for example, was 
the manufacture of Navy uni- 
forms for the officers and crew 
of the Bedford, as well as such 
items as cameras, binoculars, 
radio and sonar operators’ 
equipment, charting equipment, 
even the kind of coffee cups 
used in the officers’ mess. For 
complete authenticity, producers 
James B. Harris, who also di- 
rected, and Widmark, even built 
rooms and cabins the exact size 
as their actual-ship prototype, 
thereby complicating their pho- 
tography problems considerably. 

A modern destroyer is a com- 
plex piece of floating machinery, 
with a ‘language’ and operation 
unfamiliar to most landlubbers. 


Martin Balsam 


Martin Balsam, co-starred as 
a U. S. Navy doctor on a de- 
stroyer patrolling the North At- 
lantic, with Richard Widmark 
and Sidney Poitier in “The 
Bedford Incident,” the Colum- 
bia Pictures release at the .......... 
Theatre, has been described as 
an “actor’s actor.” This is about 
the highest tribute possible in a 
profession where praise from 
other performers is not lightly 
given. Balsam makes himself at 
home in any role, and in any 
type of film. He has starred in 
such pictures as “The Carpet- 
baggers,” “Psycho,” “Breakfast 
at Tiffany’s,” “On the Water- 
front,” “Twelve Angry Men” 
and “Seven Days in May.” “The 
Bedford Incident” gives him 
his most important role, as a 
ship’s doctor, a World War II 
veteran returning to today’s 
modern pushbutton Navy after 
20 years in the Reserves, in 
“The Bedford Incident.” The 
new film, produced and directed 
by James B. Harris, with Wid- 
mark co-producing, also co-stars 
James MacArthur, Wally Cox 
and Eric Portman. James Poe 
wrote the screenplay based on 
the novel by Mark Rascovich, 
and Denis O’Dell was associate 
producer. 

Always interested in the world 
of entertainment, Balsam got 
his first chance after World 
War II (during which he served 
in the China-Burma theatre as 
flight engineer on B24’s) when 
he began appearing in night 
clubs. 


Accordingly, Harris and Wid- 
mark hired as technical advisors 
two veteran sailors, Captain 
James D. Ferguson (retired 
after thirty years in the U. S. 
Navy), and Lt. Commander Ian 
Cox, a veteran of some twenty- 
five years in the Royal Navy. 
Both men, recipients of many 
decorations during service in 
two World Wars, are recognized 
experts in all matters pertain- 
ing to today’s highly automated 
vessels. 

On joining the film company, 
Captain Ferguson and Com- 
mander Cox went through the 
script with a fine tooth comb, 
checking accuracy of dialogue 
and supervising all scenes in 
which the new electronic com- 
puters, radar and sonar equip- 
ment and fire-control systems 
were used. 

“The Bedford Incident” stars, 
in addition to Widmark and 
Poitier, James MacArthur as a 
young ensign; Martin Balsam 
as the ship’s doctor; Wally Cox 
as the sonar operator, and Eric 
Portman as a former U-Boat 
commander aboard the Bedford 
as a NATO observer. James 
Poe, himself an Annapolis grad- 
uate and wartime Naval officer, 
penned the screenplay from the 
novel by Mark Rascovich. 


Eric Portman 


Eric Portman, star of films, 
the London stage and Broad- 
way, literally jumped at the 
opportunity to portray Com- 
modore Schrepke, former U-boat 
commander now a NATO ob- 
server aboard a U. S. Navy de- 
stroyer, in “The Bedford Inci- 


dent,” the Columbia Pictures 
release at the ...000000.. Theatre. 
He cheerfully admits his 


Commodore Schrepke is the 
same character he had previous- 
ly created for “49th Parallel,’ 
the pre-war film which won him 
American and international rec- 
ognition. 

In “The Bedford Incident,” 
Portman appears as a seasoned 
naval warrior who views Rich- 
ard Widmark’s martinet com- 
mand of his ship as much with 
sadness as with horror. When 
the U.S.S. Bedford, on patrol in 
the North Atlantic, spots an 
unidentified submarine lurking 
in the depths, Portman is able, 
from his own undersea experi- 
ence, to tell the American com- 
mander exactly what the sub 
crew’s reactions will be to the 
intense pressures he places up- 
on them. And Portman, along 
with Poitier as an American 
journalist aboard the U.S.S. 
Bedford, also is able to tell an 
unheeding Widmark what pres- 
sures he is placing upon the 
nerves of his own driven crew. 

Richard Widmark heads the 
co-starring cast with Sidney 
Poitier and other players include 
James MacArthur, Martin Bal- 
sam and Wally Cox. 


General Advance 


Richard Widmark as a U. S. 
Navy commander of a destroyer 
on North Atlantic patrol, and 
Sidney Poitier as a journalist- 
photographer aboard the vessel 
to do a “picture story” of mod- 
ern-day maritime automation, 
are starred in “The Bedford 
Incident,” which Opens ........-:cc+ 
at Wie Theatre. The Co- 
lumbia Picture release, a sus- 
pense-adventure that is not 
truly a “war” story but is what 
Hollywood has hailed as one of 
the finest examples of screen 
entertainment around, was pro- 
duced by James B. Harris, who 
also directed, with Widmark as 
co-producer. 

Based on the best-selling novel 
by Mark Rascovich, “The Bed- 
ford Incident” is the story of 
the U.S.S. Bedford, the de- 
stroyer which discovers an un- 
identified submarine lurking in 
the icy depths off the coast 
of Greenland. Widmark drives 
his crew to the breaking point 
as he maneuvers to bring the 
submarine to the surface, with- 
out concern for what he is do- 
ing to the submariners them- 
selves; that they must inevita- 
bly strike back is apparent to 
Eric Portman, as a former 
U-boat commander aboard the 
Bedford as an observer for 
NATO. And what Widmark is 
doing to a young ensign, James 
MacArthur, and to his sonar 
operator, Wally Cox, is appar- 
ent to both Poitier and to Mar- 
tin Balsam, the ship’s doctor. 

The novel by Rascovich, a vet- 
eran of World War II who saw 
service on the Murmansk run, 
is truly a “salt spray” story 
and James Poe, Academy Award 
winner for his “Around the 
World in 80 Days” = script, 
brought to “The Bedford Inci- 
dent” screenplay his own back- 
ground as an Annapolis gradu- 
ate and Navy lieutenant during 
World War II. 

Further authenticity was as- 
sured by the signing of Captain 
D. Ferguson, only recently re- 
tired from the U. S. Navy after 
thirty years of service, as tech- 
nical advisor. Also on deck was 
Lt. Cmdr. Ian Cox, retired. 


James B. Harris 


James B. Harris, director of 
“The Bedford Incident,” star- 
ring Richard Widmark and Sid- 
ney Poitier, also shares producer 
credits with Widmark on the 
Columbia Pictures release at the 
Parnes: 21, ay Theatre. Harris pre- 
viously produced, in association 
with Stanley Kubrick, ‘The 
Killing,” “Paths of Glory” and 
“Lolita.” “The Bedford Inci- 
dent,” his first directorial effort 
for the screen, also stars James 
MacArthur, Martin Balsam, 
Wally Cox and Eric Portman. 


(Mat IA; Still No. 73) Sidney 
Poitier, left, as a correspondent 
covering a North Atlantic patrol, 
interviews martinet Navy com- 
mander Richard Widmark on 
the bridge of his ship in ''The 
Bedford Incident.'"' The Colum- 
bia Pictures release also stars 
James MacArthur, Martin Bal- 
sam, Wally Cox and Eric Port- 
man. 


THE CAST 


Richard-Widmark 2. 2.52072 Captain Eric Finlander, U.S.N. 
Dine Vamien hice Mee a eee Ben Munceford 
OMNIS MAGCANINGE 3 2 Soe en a i Ensign Ralston 
Martin Balsam Lieut. Cmdr. Chester Potter, M.D, U.S.N. 
MMe SOR eg ah ee ee Me Seaman Merlin Queffle 
Epic POrinian acd. ho cla Commodore Wolfgang Schrepke 
BRIDGE 
Michael Kane. Commander Allison, Executive Officer 
Colin Maitland... Rie tte Moree eae. Seaman Jones 
i) EE Tec REAR eae Ss SNE ide ee > Seaman 2nd Class 
Pieter rameriniatie: cc) ee ge Seaman 1st Class 
ee ee ce a ee Seaman 1st Class 
Da es pe oe ae td a. Seaman 1st Class 
Michael Graham. Lieutenant Krindlemeyer, U.S.N. 
ei ctw Sg oh oh Lieutenant Hazelwood, U.S.N. 
srepnen: Von Senreiber..- Seaman 2nd Class 
Raa ei ee ee Seaman 1st Class 
Eagenn. ocnare c=) hk 205 Seaman 2nd Class 
Guile, 
ery Gockrehc. 2.0 oe as Lieutenant Bascombe, U.S.N. 
Foy PONS Rs fifa ae es Seaman 2nd Class 
(eerge -Roubicek. 203 22S Lieutenant Berger, U.S.N. 
own Wetemiyo so ey Seaman 1st Class 
ronnie a ee Seaman 1st Class 
Rr OR ON AS Atk i, Se at eee Seaman 2nd Class 
COMMUNICATIONS 
Preah apavieg Soon ae 8 ee Lieutenant Beckman, U.S.N. 
Beward Mende. et Lieutenant Hacker, U.S.N. 
POUL NOAISONiG. rte A 2 pee Awa eee Seaman 1st Class 
Laurence Herder. ERRATA eg Neen ge ere Petty Officer 
SICK BAY 
EON cide a eee et Chief Hospitalman McKinley 
Wonmle -sitnetiand. 2 oe Hospitalman Nerney 
WA Ante Stanheie = ip = Se Hospitalman Strauss 


THE CREDITS 


Based ‘on: the Novel by. Mark Rascovich 
a hy 2) Rei es I ERE Ole eee ene James Poe 
Directed Dy cre eens ee James B. Harris 
Music Composed and Conducted by............ Gerard Schurmann 
Director of Photography... Gilbert Taylor, B.S.C. 
ROR. es loek tres ei Aaa Peed, Choma John Jympson 
Associate Producer = 205. eo Denis O'Dell 


Technical Advisers 
Lieut. Commander lan Cox, D.S.O., R.N. Rtd. 
Capt. J. D. Ferguson, U.S.N. Rtd. 


Rpt Daehn te ye Bees ed ed ge Arthur Lawson 
PromuuctionNAGnageh ccc ci 5 ied 2 eae ec oes Victor Peck 
Associate Art Director 22.02.52 ke ee. Lionel Couch 
Cath Op erat 0 i rae ey Derek Browne 
Maier er Heer) kee RN Pe Clive Reed 
Gantinuitye: Seed Uy iL i oe Phillis Crocker 
Sound Recordists...................... Leslie Hammond, Robert Jones 
BA I cs he ar I a Eric Allwright 
PNM NR d 2 tes Alois Winston Ryder 
patiarent Editors... 225... Pamela Tomling, Roy Benson 
Ce eS Se eee eta ee RES op James Liggat 


A James B. Harris and Richard Widmark Production 


A Columbia Pictures Release 


THE STORY 


(Not for Publication) Aboard the U.S. Destroyer Bedford, 
commanded by martinet Capt. Eric Finlander, on a routine 
submarine patrol in the Greenland Straits, are Ben Munceford, 
topflight news correspondent-photographer, and Commodore 
Wolfgang Schrepke, veteran German submarine commander 
assigned to the Bedford as a NATO observer. Seaman Queffle, 
sonar operator on the Bedford, with its multiplicity of electronic 
devices and pushbutton missiles, picks up an unidentified sub- 
marine. Finlander initiates a relentless pursuit of the lurking sub, 
as a training exercise for his crew, keeping them at battle 
stations for nerve-tense hours. Shrepke warns Finlander the 
harassed sub will strike back; its crew is as worn down by his 
war of nerves as is the Bedford's. Munceford accuses Finlander 
of being prepared for a "kill", and hoping for it. Even the 
Bedford's medical officer, Lt. Commander Potter, warns against 
driving the crew too far, after Queffle collapses completely. 
Completely fatigued, young Ensign Ralston misunderstands a 
Finlander order and the Bedford steams ahead to the incident 
that makes inevitable the climax of the film. 

Running Time: 102 Minutes 
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PRESSBOOK INSERT 


‘The Bedford incident’ Selling Aids 


TV TRAILERS 


All the excitement of the film in your TV campaign, with space for local announcer 
to add theatre and playdate information. Each has a final frame for super-imposed 
visual credits, if desired. Order from your Columbia exchange. 


TEASER TRAILER 


Use well in advance of regular National Screen trailer, and for cross-plugging. Order 
from your Columbia Exchange. 


PHOTO STORY 


Story of film in stills and captions. Sent with your credits direct to cooperating news- 
paper or TV program. Order from: Columbia Pictures Publicity Dept., 711 Fifth Ave- 
nue, New York, New York 10022. 


TRANSCRIPTIONS 


A dramatic series of spot announcements, all open end for local commentator to add 
theatre credits. Order from your Columbia exchange. 


TELOPS 


Information about telops, style and prices, may be obtained by writing direct to OO 
Title Card Co., 247 W. 46th Street, New York, N. Y. 10036. 


NATIONAL FLAG DISPLAYS 


3 pc. Streamer, $21.50; De Luxe Sectional Valance, $2.15 per running foot — minimum 
length, 10 feet; Usher Badges, 50c; 9' x 12' Flags or Wall Banners, single-faced, $80., 
double-faced, $145. Order from National Screen Service. 


‘The Bedford Incident’ Pressbook Errata 


The name of Sidney Poitier is incorrectly printed in the Official Billing on the back page 
of the pressbook for ''The Bedford Incident." 


All material in this pressbook has been approved under the MPAA Advertising 
Code, a self-regulatory procedure of the Motion Picture Association of America. 
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www.mediahistoryproject.org 


